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49th anniversary of Thammasat University Massacre
commemorated
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Tao commemarate the 49° anniversary of the & October 1976 Thammasat University Massacre. students, politicians,
activists, and members of the public gather a1 Thammasat University on Monday (6 October) for a day of memaorial

events

The pragramme of the day included a memonal event in the moming, speeches, perfarmanc
exhibiticns, and a walking tour through the campus, arding with 2 candielit vigh for victims of The massacra
Diuring the event, the Thammasat University Student Council announced that it has awarded the 2025 larupong

Thongsin Award to Anchan Preelert, who was recently released from prisan after years of detantion on a royal

defamation charge.

The 69-year-old former civil servant was sentenced to B7 years in prison on 29 counts of royal defamation charges for
sharing and upioading on social media clips on an online talk show that allegedly made defamatory comments about the

monarchy. Her sentence was later halved to 43 years and & months because she pleaded guilty. Her sentence was at the

time the longest ever given for an offence under the royal defamation law,

Anchan was first arrested In January 2015, denied ball, and detained pending Crial until November 2018, After her

sentencing in January 2027, she was denied bail and later decided not to appeal, When she was 1eleased on 27 August

2025, Anchan had Spent a total of 8 years, 4 months, and 19 days in prisen.

Anchan said she is honoured to be given the award, She e hersell in her acceptance speech that she is an

ordinary woman who wants democracy and justice, and said that she had to be imprisoned because her baliefs were

different. She =aid that the penalty she was given was as if she had killed someone, but she persevered. She thanked

young people for their encouragement and the erganizations that supported her during her imprisonment, noting that
she had one family member who only vizited once in a while and that most of her visitors were young people. She hopes
o llve to see thiough democracy in Thailand, and sald that young pecple should not give up on the fight for demaocracy

because it will happen someday.

The award was named after Jarupong Thorgsin, a Thammasat University student who was killed duting the Thammasat

Umversity Massacre. larupong was reportedly last seen on the morning of & October 1976 in front of the Faculty of Law

buiiding running to help other students after going to warm students still remaining in the Student Activities bulding

and telling them to run. He was alzo said to have stayed behind to make sure that everyone had feft.

The larupong Thangsin Award honours thase who fight for democracy. Previous recipients inclsded human rights lawnyer
Anon Mampa and student activists Fanupong ladnok and Part Chiwarak, all of whom were leaders of the 2020 - 2021

pPro-democracy movement
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