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ECONOMY
Aviation hub to b
‘engine for growth’
POST REPORTERS airlines to base their operations and
park their aircraft at Thai airports,
A Thammasat University academic The deciding factor, he said, often lies
is backing the government's aviation  in the efficiency and quality of ground
hub plan, citing ideal geography, strong  services, which can determine whether
infrastructure and economic potential ~ airlines choose Thailand over other
to link the East and West. regional competitors.

Assoc Prof Teera Chiasiripongkul, “Ground services cover everything
from the Faculty of Engineering, said from passenger check-in, baggage
the policy — which aims to establish  handling, and security screening to
Thailand as a centralnode forboth pas-  terminal management and boarding
senger transfers and air cargo —could operations,” he said. “Every minute
enhance the country’s competitiveness  saved adds value — both for airlines
and generate substantial long-term  and passengers — so speed, efficiency
economic benefits. and seamless coordination are critical”

He urged the government under Thailand must also enhance its pas-
Prime Minister Anutin Charnvirakul senger experience and cargo handling
to take the plan seriously, saying it systems to meet global standards,
could help strengthen other key sec-  he said, adding airports should offer
tors such as tourism, logistics and facilities to allow passengers to spend
international trade, as well as spurring  their waiting time comfortably and
foreign investment. productively, while cargo operations,

“Thailand already has strongfunda-  both inbound and outbound, must be
mentals and a strategic location that upgraded to ensure maximum conveni-
allows it to serve as a gateway linking ence and efficiency.
the East and West,” he said. “Ifthe avia- He said success will depend on
tion hub project is driven forward in  strong public-private collaboration and
earnest, it could become a powerful regulatory reform.
engine for economic growth and bring The government, he said, should
enormous revenue into the country.’ revise key laws and regulations that

He stated that one of the majorchal-  currently hinder private sector par-
lenges in establishing Thailand as an  ticipation and investment in aviation-
aviation hub is attracting international  related businesses.
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