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SPECIAL REPORT

Tricky balancing
act for govt

Growing US, China rivalry
starting to hit home, writes
Mongkol Bangprapa

hailand is maintaining a well-
T calibrated balance between China

and the United States, but details
concerning the distribution of benefits
and strategic interests require closer
scrutiny, academics say.

They also recommend Thailand
broaden its strategic partnerships
to enhance equilibrium among
major powers.

Assoc Prof Somjai Phagaphasvivat, a
political-economy expert, said Thai-
land’s balancing act between China
and the United States rests on two key
agreements with Washington — one
concerning trade and the other relat-
ing to rare-earth minerals.

He said the trade aspectstill contains
unresolved technicalities, particularly
the issue of trans-shipment and rules
of origin, which could affect goods
produced with Chinese investment
in Thailand.

“These are details that have yet to be
discussed in depth,” he said.

NO EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS

As for rare-earth cooperation, Assoc
Prof Somjai said the arrangement
grants the United States priority access
to involvement throughout the supply
chain — from exploration and devel-
opment to extraction — but does not
confer exclusive rights.

News ID: C-251117001007

He added China would likely pay
close attention to this development
as Washington is seeking alternatives
to reduce its reliance on China, which
controls around 70% of global rare-
earth processing.

“Even the US Treasury Secretary has
acknowledged China could pressure
the United States for no more than two
years, as Washington is now working to
diversify supply sources,” he said.

“For China, this matter is not only
commercial but also strategic, as rare-
earth materials are essential to weap-
ons systems and digital technologies
— key areas of competition between
the two superpowers.”

He said Thailand’s engagement with
the US in this area involves both eco-
nomic and security dimensions.

CHINA'S ADVANTAGE

However, he observed China holds a
significant advantage in trade, noting
that Thailand enjoys several frame-
works with Beijing — including the
Asean+1 Free Trade Area, the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) agreement, and sub-regional
economic cooperation schemes —
whereas the US has no comparable
free-trade arrangement with Thailand.

Continued on Page 3
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Tricky balancing
act for govt

“Our only mechanism with Wash-
ington is the Indo-Pacific Economic
Framework [IPEF] involving 14 coun-
tries — and that is not a free-trade
pact. In practice, Thailand’s trade rela-
tions lean more towards China, largely
because the US has distanced itself”

On the security front,
Assoc Prof Somjai said
Thailand has succeeded
in engaging both major
powers without over-
committing to either.

“I think the government
has managed thiswell,” he
said, adding: “the prime
minister’s current stance
is appropriately balanced.”

He also commented
on recent regional meet-
ings, saying China’s pro-
posal to revitalise the
Asean+3 framework rep-
resents a kind of strategic
counter-move.

“Beijing is seeking to
deepen cooperation with
Asean, particularly in
green, digital, and other
emerging sectors,” he said.

“This helps restore
balance in Asean’s rela-
tions — not only between
Thailand and China, but
between the region and
both major powers —
especially at a time when
the United States has been
expanding its influence
during the Trump admin-
istration,” he said.

over Gulf

BALANCED APPROACH
Dulyapak Preecharush,
deputy director of the
Institute of East Asian
Studies at Thammasat

Dulyapak: Fighting

Sumchal More welght
toUS

Page: 1/2




Bangkok Post

Bangkok Post
Circulation: 70,000
Ad Rate: 1,331

Volume: -

Section: First Section/First Page
Date: Monday 17 November 2025

No: -

Page: 1(Bottom Left), 3
Col.Inch: 86.04 Ad Value: 114,519.24 PRValue (x3): 343,557.72

Headline: SPECIAL REPORT: Tricky balancing act for govt

University, said the prime

minister has maintained a balance of
power between the two sides in both
Asean and Apec forums.

Thailand, he said, has avoided adopt-
ing a policy that favours either China or
the United States.

Instead, the country employs a flex-
ible strategy combining power balanc-
ing with neutrality: at times leaning
towards the US on key issues, at other
times towards China.

Mr Dulyapak said this pragmatic
approach is appropriate given the cur-
rent global geopolitical environment.

US GROWING ROLE
“The United States is prominent in
Thailand’s foreign affairs, particularly
in its involvement in Thai-Cambodian
relations. As a result, the US role has
become significant, accompanied by
its Indo-Pacific strategy, which also
touches on the Thai-Cambodianregion
as part of the broader
Indo-Pacific.

“While China’s role
may appear less domi-
nantin this context, Thai-
land under PM Anutin
[Charnvirakul] continues
to place importance on
its relations with China.

“For example, at the
Apec meetings, there
were discussions with
Chinese President Xi
Jinping, who praised Mr
Anutin for not promoting
casino operations,” said
Mr Dulyapak.

STRATEGIC MOVES
When asked to predict
moves by the two major
powers in Thailand and
the wider region, Mr
Dulyapak said:

“For the United States,

we can expect further
exploration of rare-
earth minerals, as has
been widely reported.
China, meanwhile, will
accelerate its Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI)
projects, particularly
the Laos-China railway,
which is expected to
pass through Thailand
and connect to the East-
ern Economic Corridor
(EEC) on the Thailand’s
eastern seaboard.
“These projects act as
accelerators, signalling how the major
powers may increase their activities
in Thailand”

He added that, in terms of regional
geopolitics, attention should be focused
on Cambodia’s maritime zones, espe-
cially Sihanoukville.

“If the United States increases joint
exercises with Cambodia, and Indo-
Pacific US naval vessels dock more
frequently at commercial ports there
under the ‘Free and Open Indo-Pacific’
concept in the Gulf of Thailand near
Sihanoukville, we need to observe how
China will respond, given its substantial
investments in the area,” he said.

“Ibelieve the Gulf of Thailand, which
is already relatively small and originally
shared by just four countries — Thai-
land, Vietnam, Malaysia, and Cambo-
dia — will now see the addition of at
least two more actors: the United States
and China.

“Both are entering the area to explore
resources and play geopolitical games
in the Gulf. Consequently, the Gulfwill
feel even more constrained as the major
powers’ presence becomes increasingly
visible,” said Mr Dulyapak.

TILTING TOWARDS THE US
Lt Gen Somchai Virunhapol, chairman
of the Palestine Solidarity Campaign

(PSC) Thailand, said Thailand appears
to be giving more weight to the United
States, while China appears less satis-
fied on several issues.

“This is Thailand’s right, of course,
but if the aim is to maintain balance, I
think we may be leaning a bit too heav-
ily towards the US.

“But this is only the current situa-
tion; it doesn’t mean we are abandon-
ing China. Thailand still values its rela-
tionship with China.

“However, at the moment, I think
China is somewhat dissatisfied with
Thailand and may exert pressure on
trade, especially given our reliance on
exports to China, such as rice.”

Asked whether Thailand’s recent tilt
towards the US should be a cause for
concern, Lt Gen Somchai said China
is unlikely to take significant action
for now.

“They probably view this govern-
ment as a temporary, caretaker admin-
istration. Whether it lasts four months
or longer is uncertain, so China may still
be cautious, perhaps issuing warnings
rather than acting decisively,” he said.

THREE-PRONGED BALANCE

He added that balancing only between
the US and China is insufficient. “In my
view, Thailand should pursue a ‘three-
pronged balance, bringing Russia into
the mix as a counterweight.

“Russia is starting to show interest in
playing a role in this region, although
how Thailand would carry out this strat-
egy is another matter.

“For now, China is likely holding
back because it sees this administra-
tion as temporary,” he said.
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EDUCATION
Sustainability f
f th '
POST REPORTERS more than 140 private-sector partners,
said Assoc Prof Saifon, who added the
Thammasat University hasannounced  programme combines interdisciplinary
the launch of three courses designed to  knowledge — from environmental sci-
produce a new generation of profes- ence and biodiversity to sustainable
sionals equipped with sustainability  business, digital technologies and Al
skills in line with the United Nations’ applications to integrate environmen-
Sustainable Development Goals tal, social and governance (ESG) prin-
(SDGs). ciples into business operations.

The effort aims to strengthen Thai- The second course, a Bachelor of Arts
land’s competitiveness and prepare in Human Potential and Well-being,
its workforce for a rapidly growing integrates neuroscience, psychology,
green economy, which is projected to  social equity and arts-based therapies
be worth more than 300 trillion baht to equip graduates with the ability to
globally by 2050, said Prof Supasawad manage interpersonal relationships,
Chardchawarn, the university’s rector.  conflict and organisational well-being.

These courses, he said, will train  Asst Prof Adisorn Juntrasook, dean of
undergraduate students tosenior exec-  the Faculty of Learning Sciences and
utives, to drive sustainability and help  Education, said it was aimed at meet-
both public and private sectors adapt  ing growing demand for “well-being
to global changes. “These programmes  specialists” in large organisations, who
cover the entire value chain, from foster harmony among multi-genera-
upstream to downstream, producing tional workforces.
graduates and leaders who can guide The third programme, TU ESG Next
organisations towards sustainability for Sustainability Leadership, is a pro-
and resilience,” he said. fessional training course for senior

The first course, a Bachelor of Sci-  executives across public, private and
ence in Sustainability Management, is  state enterprise sectors. Prof Teera
acollaboration among six Thammasat  Sindecharuk, director of the Institute
faculties and the Global Compact Net-  for Continuing Education and Human
work Thailand (GCNT), said Assoc Prof ~ Resources, said the course is designed
Saifon Suindramedhi, dean ofthe Col-  to createleaders capable of embedding
lege of Interdisciplinary Studies. ESG principles into real-world practices

Students will experience morethan and forming networks to collectively
1,000 hours of hands-on training, both  push Thailand towards a sustain-
in Thailand and abroad, supported by  able future.
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“ ﬁ_ Phil Saengkrai

4 1 Tueiuar
Dt N 11, 2025

T Offkce of the Prosecutor (OTP)
Iniernational Crimenal Cossti
Onde Waskdorperweg 106
2597 AK The Hague, The Netherlands

Subject: Communicalson wnder Artscle 14 of 1be Rome Saatute - Allegad War Crimes and other
Violatsoms of Intemational Law Commitied by Thai Political Leaders and Leaders of the Royal
Thas Armed Forees Against Cambodes snd Cambodiss Civihins

Dvar Pronccstor,

Okt behal of coscermed Casbodian cotwen, | reipectully subssin the enclonad commusacalion under
Artichs 15 of the Rome Statuse roganding seriow war crimes and other violations of msermational ks
commatiod by Thai political leaders and leaden of the Royal Thas Ammed Forcou IRTAF) againsl
Cambodis and innocent Canbodian crviliass.

Than spbmixdon allopes that semior Thai political keadens and the high command of the Royal Thai
Armed Foseen IRTAF) authorsed and duccted sslawfiel mulnasy and cocrone actionm, includsg

« The wse of cluster muninons causes sdiscriminate snd longaerm barm:

» The killing and sitacking of aviluans, canvilian targets, asd protectad siles;

» The aiack on the UNESCOD World Hemttage Site of Preah Vilear Tessgple,

« The violation of & ccaseflive agroement and the unlawful capture of Cambodian sokdions:

» The e of Losg-Range Acoustic Devices (LRADx) and ather sound-cmilfing oquipssest againg
Cambodiam civilans, couseng hearing injurses and other severe psyvchologoal eflects;

« The unlanful putablishment of harbed-wire harrien asd road obstraction, 1Be foscble divplacement
of Camsbodias cviluns froms (hes homes, sad 1he deliberane deannscion of carvilian property within
Cambodiam territory;

» The wse of robber bullets and tear gas againsg Cambodian avilians, seulling in civillan imjuries and
raistng concerns reganding the unlawful use of foree against non-<combazants.

We reipectfully request that the Office of 1he Prosecutor scknowledpe secapt of thn commusacalion,

open a prehminary exammation, and investigate the command responsblity of Thai policcal and
miltary keaders under Article 18 of the Rome Statute

Sincerchy vours,
pd o
r § 5

Moon Pch

2 ¢ 1
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Moon Pich
Junws

Do Now |5, 20258

T Offkoe of the Prosecutor (OTF)
International Crissnal Coset
Ounde Waskdorperweg 100
2597 AK The Hague, The Netherlands

Sabject: Communicaison wnder Arvicle 14 of 1he Rome Saature - Allegad War Crimses and other
Violatkoss of tntomational Law Commitied by Thai Political Leaders and Leaders of the Boyal
Thas Armed Forees Against Cambodss snd Cambodiss Civilans

Dhear Prosecstor,

Ot behalf of § Casbodian citween, | respoctfully subssin the enclonsd under
Artichs |5 of the Rome Statuse rogarding seriows war crimes and other violations of sssermational kaw
commaticd by That political leaders and keaden of the Rogal Thas Ammed Foscen IRTAF) againal
Cambodis and Canmbodean coviliass.

Thin submsinion allopes that semioe Thai political leadées and the high command of the Royal Thai
Armed Fosees IRTAF) authorized and dirccted wslan il military and cocrone actiom, includisg:

« The wse of cluster munitnons causes mdiscriminate and longaerm barm:

« The killing and attacking of civilaans, cnvilian targets, asd protoctod siles;

» The attack on the UNESCO Workd Henitage Site of Preah Vilear Tessple

« The violatkon of & coaselive ag and the unlawful capture of Cambodian sokdions:

» The e of Losg-Range Acoustic Deviees (LRAD) and ather sound-cmilting oquipssest againg
Cambodiam civilans, couseg hearing injunes and other severe psychologcal effects;

« The unkanful ptablishment of harbed-wire harrien and road obstraction, 1B foscble diplacemen)
of Camsbodias civiluns froms (beis homes, sad b deliberate dernscion of crvilian progesty within
Cambodiam termitory;

» The use of rubber bullets and tear gas agains) Cembodian crvilians, reaulling in civilian imjuries and
maistag concerns reganding 1he unlawful use of force against non-combatants.

We respectlully request that the OfMice of the Proseculor scknowledpe pecaipt of thin comimusscalion,
open a prelminary examsation, and investigase the command responsbility of Thai pofitical and
miltary keaders under Article 18 of the Rome Statute,

Sincercly yuurs,
R
S s fobc
Moon Peh
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