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Why are older men more susceptible to romance scams?
How does Thailand's loneliness rate relate to online fraud?

What Pattaya investment scam targeted retirees?

(DeeperDive

A Thammasat University academic says loneliness and a reduced ¢
to detect threats are major factors behind older people falling victi
online romance scams.

Assoc Prof Monin Techawachirakul, a lecturer at the Psychology
Department of Thammasat University's Faculty of Liberal Arts, sai

older adults experience loneliness or emotional emptiness, often d
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the loss of a spouse or living apart from their children.

While social media and dating platforms make it easier to meet se:
compatible partners, they also increase the risk of toxic relationsh:
fraud -- particularly among older users who may struggle to keep |

with the digital age , she said.

Age-related changes in brain function can also play a role. Cogniti
abilities responsible for reasoning, analysing situations and detecti
danger gradually decline over time, reducing risk assessment comj
with younger people.

Older men, in particular, face higher risks, as hormones linked to :
desire tend to decline less sharply than in women, potentially incr
susceptibility to deception based on appearance or flirtation.

When scammers display intense attention, the brain releases dopar
a feel-good chemical -- reinforcing emotional attachment and wea
rational judgement.

Romance scammers typically move quickly to create emotional bo
Conversations often shift from everyday topics to personal crises, i

or financial hardship, eventually leading to requests  for mone

Once money becomes involved, victims should carefully question
the affection is genuine or financially motivated, she said.

Healthy relationships develop gradually and provide emotional ses
and comfort. By contrast, relationships that generate anxiety, guilt
or emotional turmoil may signal unhealthy attachment.
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Monin: Ageing adults falling victim
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